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THE 25 PETITIONS OF 1793

Historical record of 25 early-

petitioners for land in the

County of Gaspe.
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THE 25 PETITIONS OF 1793

FOREWORD

As might he expected,the early settlers in Gaspe were,

for the most part,far toobusy with the basic needs of shelter and

food to be concerned with the formality of land claims. But as the

end of the I8th century approached and the sons and daughters of

the pioneer families came of age,the desire to establish formal

claim to their lands became more urgent. In July,1792, Edward

0'Hara,son of the Pioneer settler of Gaspe Basin,Felix O'Hara,

was elected as Member of the Quebec House of Assembly for the

Province of Lower Canada, a post he would occupy until June,1800.

It is evident that he was approached by a number of his electors

to help them obtain official claim to the lands they had settled

or to other lands that they wish to obtain. Thus we have these 25

petitions of 1793 that Edward O'Hara placed before the LAHD

COMMITTEE.

In this record of petitions the reader will recognize

family names that are still existing in Gaspe more than 200 years

later, e.g. Ennet (Annett)j Baker; Arbour; Price; Chicouane;

Leavre (Lievre); Asketh (Ascah); Patterson; etc. Other names have

disappeared from the Gaspe scene, but do appear in other records.

It will be noticed that some of these petitions are

undated. A case in point of particular interest to the author is

that of No.395 by Wm Ennet (Annett). No written record of his death

at Peninsula has iseen found as Gaspe had no Protestant clergyman

until 1819. This record indicates that he was alive and a petitioner

circa 1790. His eldest daughter, Elizabeth, was the wife of another

Peninsula petitioner, Robert Asketh (Ascah)
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